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A Message from Pastor Dan
Aloha Saint Mark Family!
God has truly blessed His Church in August! Even in this crazy time we see so many wonderful ways
the Lord is at work.
I am ecstatic to see 10-12 kids in our Sunday School! There is nothing so beautiful as the sounds of
those little voices praising God while they learn about the miracles of Jesus. In addition, our Sunday
and Wednesday adult Bible studies continue to be vibrant and efficacious (big word!) as we learn
from Exodus and Galatians. We were blessed to welcome new families to our sanctuary for worship
even as our online attendance continues to grow. This is indeed an exciting time for Saint Mark to
share the love of Jesus!
And yet, this past month also brought a lot of unknown. I am quite certain that you are quite certain
that none of us are quite certain about anything right now. This certainty of uncertainty can be
very unsettling. It drives me crazy, actually.
The reason uncertainty is so unsettling to us is that it reminds us we are not in control. We like to
plan our lives and assume that we have the ability to carry out those plans. In God’s Word, James
reminds us otherwise:
Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a
year there and trade and make a profit" - yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. Instead
you ought to say, "Lord willing, we will live and do this or that." (James 4:13-15)

James is a very direct guy. He writes a lot of good stuff to challenge us. In this passage he is
reminding us that we have no control so we should stop thinking we can plan every detail of what
will happen. At first, it seems like a rebuke. But the more beautiful and better way to hear James’
words is by combining them with words from His friend Paul in a letter to the Romans:

A Message from Pastor Dan
Be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what
God's will is - His good, pleasing and perfect will. (Romans 12:2)

Look at that description of God’s will. It is good, pleasing and perfect! That doesn’t seem like
something to fear. God’s will is not an annoying, joy stealing force that He uses to cancel our plans
and take away our happiness. God’s will is good. His will is pleasing! His will is PERFECT!
This means that, when life unfolds in accordance with God’s will instead of our plan, we can be
certain that we are experiencing a good thing for a purpose that is pleasing us as we journey by
God’s grace to a reward that is PERFECT!
So as this pandemic season reshapes our plans, take joy in the knowledge that we are not in
control. God is in control according to His perfect will. What a comfort to release the uncertainty
of these times to God and live knowing His will is perfect for you. And what an even greater joy to
know that God’s will includes our redemption through His Son. It was the Lord’s will that we should
live forever with Our Risen Savior! We can always be certain about that.
May God bless you richly this month! Lord willing, I will see you soon.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Dan
(808)227-3930

GIVE ALOHA AT FOODLAND TO HELP US MATCH DONATIONS!
Saint Mark Lutheran Church is participating in Give Aloha, Foodland’s
Annual Community Matching Gifts Program. This program honors
Foodland’s founder, Maurice J. “Sully” Sullivan, and continues his legacy
of giving back to the community.
How It Works
From September 1-30, customers are invited to make donations of up to $249 to participating Hawaii non-profit organizations
at checkout. Donations are accepted at any Foodland, Sack N Save or Foodland Farms checkout. Foodland and the Western
Union Foundation will match a portion of each donation. Individuals must use their own Maika'i number to make a donation. Donations made without a Maika'i number will not be matched.
How to Donate
At checkout, present your Maika'i card (or provide your number) and inform the cashier that you would like to make a donation to Saint Mark Lutheran Church, code number 78855. If you do not have a Maika'i card/number, you may request to establish one. Your donation will be added to your grocery purchase total. You may donate up to $249 per organization; any
portion exceeding $249 will not be matched. The amount you donate and the name of our organization will appear on your
receipt. Donations must be payable to Foodland or Sack N Save.
Because of the matching, you can increase your regular church donation by contributing $249 of your regular giving through the Give
Aloha campaign.
Acknowledgement of Your Donation
Donor names will not be released to our organization. Therefore, if you would like to us to know of your gift, please contact
us directly so that we may properly acknowledge your gift. You may ask the cashier for a duplicate receipt. Please place
your name on the receipt and place it in a Sunday Saint Mark offering plate for an acknowledgement from the church.
Are These Contributions Tax Deductible?
These contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Please save your store receipt for tax purposes since it
will be the only record you will have of your donation(s).
Matching Gift
Matching gifts will be determined at the end of the program. Our organization will receive 100% of all customer donations
given to us, plus each donation made with a Maika'i card, will be partially matched by a gift from Foodland and the Western
Union Foundation.
Questions?
Please contact Community Relations at Foodland at (808) 732-0791 ext. 7388, Dar Fink at (808) 699-6561 or Rick Firchau at
(808) 235-1465 if you have any additional questions.

Missionary Update from Beckendorf Ohana
Dear Friends,
Greetings again from Botswana.

Yet another short update from us this month as there is still not much happening on which to report. Work continues to go
very slowly; Moses is out with health and eye issues and Splash has other things which have taken him away from work.
Fortunately, Tim and Moronga have been working together on the book of Daniel and hoping soon to review work which has
been done on John. Unfortunately, with only Moronga at work things are not progressing very quickly at all.
One thing that happened in July is that some of the people from the communities came together to meet with the translation
team to find out what is happening with the project. It was a good meeting in that the Khwe community is showing an
interest in the work and are wanting to be a bit more involved. One outcome is that an advisory committee, made up of
eaders from the various villages, has been created to liaison between the communities and the translation project and the
Bible Society. Hopefully this will ease some of the strain of keeping everyone informed and keep the translators accountable
to the community. The first advisory meeting is tomorrow with hopefully ten people from the various villages participating.
Please pray that the meeting goes well and that the committee becomes a real aid to the translation process.
Otherwise, things continue on as they have been for the past few months. For a month or so restrictions have been lifted a
little, though the capital city has had an increase in Coronavirus cases and has had to go back to a lock down -- no travel
between the capital and anywhere else in the country. This means that while the advisory committee had hoped to meet with
the head of the Bible Society, that has had to be put off indefinitely.
On a more personal note, I (Lisa) would like to ask for prayers on my behalf. We are coming up on 'the burning season' which
is five months of people burning just about everything; their fields to clear them for farming, and the papyrus and reeds
along the river for a whole bunch of reasons. I have a humongous fear of bush fires; strong enough that I have suffered health
problems from it and it is one of the reasons we go back to the States each year at about this time. Well, travel is not an option
this year, and so I am asking for people who will pray for me through the end of the year until the burning ends.
Praises: - Thanksgiving for the creation of the advisory committee.
- Thanksgiving that so far we have continued to be able to get supplies.
- Thanksgiving for good health and safety.
Prayers: * Please pray for the advisory committee, that they will be a great interface between the project, the communities,
and the Bible Society.
* Please pray for Lisa as we face this season of burning.
* Please pray that Botswana will be spared the severity of the Coronavirus that South Africa is experiencing.
Thank you again for all of your prayers on our behalf.
Tim, Lisa, Aaron & Andrew Beckendorf

Date

Sunday

Elder

Jason

Lectors

Jason

Acolyte

Savanna

Keiki

Media

Message

Tech

Pastor

Bruce

Ushers

Yal, Mary Ann

Sunday School

10:30am - Adult
Bible Class &

September 6

Keiki Sunday
School

Communion
Sunday

Anthony

Anthony

Kaiya

Pastor

Jason

Bruce, Rick

Bible Class &

September 13

Sunday

10:30am - Adult

Keiki Sunday
School

Mike

Mike

Savanna

Pastor

Bruce

Mark, Nathan

10:30am - Adult
Bible Class &

September 20

Keiki Sunday
School

Communion
Sunday
September 27

Kristy

Kristy

Kaiya

Pastor

Jason

Toby, Frank

10:30am - Adult
Bible Class &
Keiki Sunday
School

SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
9/4

Karen Akaka

9/4

Cynthia Chung

9/7

Skya Lander

9/8

Rachel Firchau

9/9

Matthew Chaffin

9/11

Brad McMinn

9/12

Rick Firchau

9/16

Bob Hill

9/16

Thomas Slavens

9/20

Andrea Hill

9/20

Scott Macri

9/22

Ab Brum

9/24

Chadwick Rushforth

9/26

Kathy Schmidley

9/26

Elizabeth Gregson

9/28

Virginia Johnson

9/29

Wes Yamaguchi



Worship Team will be meeting every
Thursday night @7:30pm



Ohana Service available on FaceBook!
For those who are not able to join us in the
sanctuary, our Sunday Worship is available
online at our Facebook site. Please login at
8:55 AM to Facebook.Com/StMarkHawaii.org
You do not need a Facebook account to join
us. Forward the info to your friends so they
can also join us in worship!



Midweek Bible Study with Pastor Dan!
Please join us in the Church sanctuary for
our study of James at 10 AM on Wednesday.
We are also offering the study via Zoom so
see your email inbox for the link to join us
remotely!



SMLC Food Bank remains OPEN!
Our Food Bank is available every Saturday
from 8am-10am.
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