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Greetings all,

Happy New Year! As the new year 2020 gets underway I’m reminded of all the blessings and
changes that took place in 2019. For you, the members of St. Mark Lutheran Church two significant changes
occurred. The Early Learning Center building was completed and is now occupied with over 40 children in
our pre-school program. What a blessing! The second significant event was Pastor Matt Hilpert taking a call
to serve Galilee Lutheran Church in Pasadena, Maryland after 10 years of service here. Many wonderful
things happened under his leadership during those years. God is good. He has now caused the leadership of
the congregation to step up and continue the ministry of Word and Sacrament.
It has been my privilege and joy to serve as your Intentional Interim pastor these past months. I’m
happy to say that we continue with weekly worship and Bible study. We’ve enjoyed “Soup” Suppers before
our midweek Advent services and then Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship (in spite of the “weather”
Christmas Day.) Sharon and I would like to thank all of you for your ongoing support and encouragement to
us during our time with you. A special thank you, too, for the most generous gifts given to us at
Christmas time. Mostly, thank you to all of you for being the blessing that each of you is to us.
So, as we move forward in this new year you’re probably asking, “What’s next in the Calling
process?” Your Call Committee submitted the names of pastoral candidates that some of you recommended,
to our Circuit Visitor representing the CNH District. For now, we wait for biographical information to be
sent back to us for our review along with the names of other candidates that our District President may
consider as possible candidates for us to consider.
I realize that all of this takes time and, while it may seem like nothing is happening, things are in
motion. They are just happening behind the scenes, as they say. At some point we will have names of all the
candidates and will process that information as quickly as possible. Please be patient and in prayer as your
Call Committee communicates with these candidates. In the meantime, you will continue to be served with
Word and Sacrament ministry.
Blessings to you this New Year of 2020 as we “wait upon the Lord” and continue to praise and serve
Him.
God’s blessings,
Pastor Les

Pictures from Saint Mark Christmas Service:
The Fourth Sunday in Advent
What a glorious day it was to see the children of SMLC Lector and join in with the Adult Choir!
Thank you again to James Leech, Rachel Schmidley, and Joseph Schmidley.
What beautiful servants of Jesus you all are!
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.”
~Proverbs 22:6~

Pictures from Saint Mark Lutheran School’s Christmas Concerts

Pictures from Saint Mark Lutheran School’s Charlie Brown Christmas Play

Dear Friends,
Greetings once again. We pray all of you are doing well and have many reasons for thankfulness this year.
Well, we are almost done with our furlough. Yes, it has been a long time since you heard from us - mea culpa. I think I
missed a month or two of updates. While I wasn't updating you all we were first taking a week of vacation in the UP of
Michigan (where we stumbled into a dream-come-true for Andrew) and then traveling and visiting churches in Oklahoma,
Texas, Missouri, eastern Iowa and southern Illinois. It has been wonderful meeting up with people and congregations we
missed seeing last year because of Tim's accident. Tim also managed to successfully defend his thesis for his doctorate.
There were some formatting things that had to be cleared up on his thesis and he still has to wait to hear back if everything is ok; if it is, then Tim will graduate in January (if not, then graduation is in May).
Speaking of Tim's accident; one of the first things Tim did after getting to the States was to go get his back X-rayed and
see his doctor. The doctor is pleased with the healing in Tim's back but he still needs another X-ray next year. Tim does
very well, though he doesn't run anymore (not that he did too much running before, just too hard on his knees, etc.) and
sitting or standing in one place for a long time is uncomfortable -- so now he has a legitimate excuse for getting up and
walking around during long meetings. Otherwise, he is doing very well and has bought himself a replacement bicycle
which he has hooked up to a trainer in the basement of my (Lisa) mother's house. At some point I'm sure he will ride
outside again, but it wasn't this year.
Another big highlight of the year was Aaron and Andrew's confirmation at what was our vicarage congregation. This was
another event which was originally supposed to happen last year, but this way the boys had another year to get those
confirmation questions right. They did very well, and the congregation was so supportive of us being there, the Ladies Aid
even hosted a cake reception for the boys afterwards.
Now we are getting ready to head back to Botswana on Wednesday. We are eager to get back (and into warmer weather)
and we pray that the translators have been diligently working in our absence. Please pray for this ministry; there are
always many challenges but we know that God is ultimately in control.
Every time we come back to the States we have to learn new technology and new social media things (ok, let's be
honest, Tim and I never did use social media). This year the new thing for me is Giving Tuesday. I had never heard of this
before, I suppose it is a reaction to the rampant commercialism usually in evidence at this time of year. Anyway, this year
is the first time Lutheran Bible Translators is going to be part of Giving Tuesday; their goal is to raise $25,000 for Bible
printing. LBT is featuring the Bandi and Yala language communities of Liberia and Nigeria respectively, who are reprinting
sold out New Testaments and the Shekgalagari of Botswana who are soon to print their first NT. Rumor has it that there
may even be prizes that can be won by those who donate through the Giving Tuesday program.
Praises: - Thanksgiving for the opportunity of seeing supporters
and friends this furlough.
- Thanksgiving that Tim's thesis has been submitted.
- Thanksgiving for Aaron and Andrew's Confirmation.
Prayers: * Please pray the translators and Tim would be able to
quickly pick up where they left off.
* Please pray that our team will be eager to reach our
goal for the coming year.
* Please pray for our travels back to Botswana.
Thank you again for all of your prayers on our behalf.
Tim, Lisa, Aaron & Andrew Beckendorf

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
1/3

Taryn Slavens

1/5

Vernon McMillian

1/6

Liz McLemore

1/6

Aaron Williams

1/10

John Bowdell

1/12

Allen Bauchle

1/12

Susan Dole

1/13

Dan Truesdell

1/14

Yal Lim

1/14

Matthew Schroppel

1/15

Miriam Ha

1/16

Lamar Pescht

1/18

Ursula Ishikawa

1/18

Heather Pescht

1/20

Jason Dewald

1/22

Gail Lindsey

1/23

KateLynn Chaffin

1/26

Jon Yamaguchi

1/28

Jerry Hagen



Midweek Study/ Prayer Warriors gathers at 10:00am
at church on Wednesdays for refreshments and a
discussion of upcoming Sunday readings.



Cry Room during Worship Service available for your
keiki, located just off of the sanctuary.



Sunday School meets at 8:30 on Sundays prior to
worship for youth, teenage, and adults.



Saint Mark Food Bank meets every Saturday from
8:00am-10am to open the food pantry to those in need.
**Volunteers & Donations Needed**



Parish Education Meetings will be on the second
Sunday of each month following service



Church Choir Practice will be held after service on
Sundays, please contact the church office if you have
any questions or you would like to join!

Happy

Anniversary
1/17

Hill

Date

Sunday

Elder

Kristin

Kristy

Teresa

January 26

Teresa

Message

Tech

Ushers

Sunday
School

Eli

Pastor

Jason

Yal, Mark, Mary Ann

8:30am– Adult
Sunday School

Jacob

Kristy

Scott

Bruce, Frank,

8:30am– Adult
Sunday School

David

Betty

Anthony

Kristy

James

Pastor

Bruce

Rick, Toby, Bill

8:30am– Adult
Sunday School

Lani

Kristy

Scott

Nathan, Brad,
Richard

8:30am– Adult
Sunday School

Jason

Set Up

Date

Sunday

Media

Pam

January 19
Sunday

Keiki

Katie

January 12
Sunday

Richard

Acolyte

Susan

January 5
Sunday

Lectors

Clean-Up

Kristy Schroppel

Leslie Wynhoff, Mary Ann Shirley-Gray

Millie Hill

Louise Wolcott

January 12
Sunday
January 26

**Thank you all for volunteering and helping our congregation run smoothly! We feel very blessed
to have your volunteer service before and after worship. If you are unable to serve on this date,
please let the Scheduled Elder know. Mahalo!

5

12

19

26

11:00am - Voters’ Assembly
Meeting

10:45am - SMLC Choir
Practice

9:30am- Worship/Fellowship

8:30am- Sunday School

Sunday and meeting

11:00am - LWML Mite

10:45am - SMLC Choir
practice

9:30am– Worship/Fellowship

8:30am- Sunday School

11:00am - Parish Ed. Meeting

10:45am - SMLC Choir
practice

9:30am- Worship/Fellowship

8:30am- Sunday School

10:45 - SMLC Choir practice

9:30am - Worship/Fellowship

8:30am - Sunday School

Normal Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday
8:30am - 12:30pm

Sunday

6

27

20

13

SCHOOL RESUMES

Monday

7

14

9:30am- SMLS Choir
practice

9:30am- SMLS Choir
practice

28

21

7:00pm - Elder’s Meeting

6:00pm - Call Committee
Meeting

9:30am- SMLS Choir
practice

6:00pm - Church Council
Meeting

9:30am- SMLS Choir
practice

Tuesday

10:00am - Bible Study/
Prayer Warriors

8:00am - SMLS Chapel

10:00am - Bible Study/
Prayer Warriors

8:00am - SMLS Chapel

10:00am - Bible Study/
Prayer Warriors

8:00am - SMLS Chapel

10:00am - Bible Study/
Prayer Warriors

8:00am - SMLS Chapel

NEW YEARS DAY

Wednesday

29

22

15

8

1

7:15pm- Worship Team

11:30 am - SMLS Choir
Practice

7:15pm- Worship Team

11:30 am - SMLS Choir
Practice

7:15pm - Worship Team

11:30 am - SMLS Choir
Practice

7:15pm - Worship Team

6:00pm - Board of Ed.
Meeting

11:30am - SMLS Choir
Practice

7:15pm - Worship Team

Thursday

30

23

16

9

2

9:30am - SMLS Choir
Practice

9:30am - SMLS Choir
Practice

9:30am - SMLS Choir
Practice

9:30am - SMLS Choir
Practice

Friday

31

24

17

10

3

25

18

11

4

Normal Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday
8:30am - 12:30pm

8:00am- Food Bank

8:00am- Food Bank

8:00am– Food Bank

8:00am - Food Bank

Saturday

